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function because it is conical in shape, and probably even more so
on account of the fact that the cell walls, or at least the middle
lamellae of the old cells, become gelatinous. This makes the surface
of the rootcap rather slimy, so that friction with the soil particles is

Fie. 220. Longitudinal section of a tip of an onion root
The growing point is in the center of the drawing and consists of three regions:
one which produces the rootcap, one which gives rise to the cortex and epider-
mis, and one which forms the stele,  (x 270)
greatly reduced and the tip can move through the soil more readily.
As the rootcap is pushed forward through the soil particles the
older cells are rubbed off and are replaced by younger ones which
are produced from the meristem at the junction of the rootcap and
the tip of the jroot.